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Spring Higan & 33 Kannon Pilgrimage Service
“Walking the Path of Great Compassion”

March 22 9:30 a.m.
Guest Speaker: Reverend Shinsho Hata, Taishoji Soto Mission

Please join us on a “pilgrimage” to the 33 Kannon temples of western Japan. Thirty-

three statuettes of Kannon-sama, the Bodhisattva of Compassion, will be displayed in

the Kannon Hall. While the sutras are chanted, the “pilgrims” circulate the hall, stepping onto small
packets of earth brought to Kona many years ago from each of the temples. This service has been held

annually at Daifukuji since 1948. It is a practice to offer a coin to each Kannon-sama. There are a total of
35.

A spring Higan service will also be held. All are invited to stay for lunch. The gift shop will be open.

From March 22 - 26, you may come to the temple to do the pilgrimage on your own. Feel free to bring
family members and friends. To ensure that the temple is open, it is best to call ahead (808-322-3524).
Please note that there will be no Kannon-ko service on March 18.

A call for volunteers! ROAD CLOSURE NOTICE

Kannon Set Up: Saturday March 21 at THE ROAD LEADING TO THE

8:00 a.m. NOKOTSUDO (COLUMBARIUM) &

Clean Up: Friday, March 27 at 7:30 a.m. CEMETERY WILL BE CLOSED FROM
MARCH 13 THROUGH MARCH 20 DUE

Donations of small flowers would be TO TRENCH CONSTRUCTION.

appreciated. See page 7
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Jom us in celebration of the birth of Shakyamuni Buddha.
Guest speaker, Rev. Satoshi Ka‘imipono Tomioka. -
Music by the New Dharma Band. <

Bento boxes from Kona Grill House for $10. R
Please bring canned foods for the Hawaii Food Basket.

rev.jiko@daifukuji.org.

The Hawaii
Association of
International
Buddhists (HAIB)
cordially invites the
public to this annual
gathering held in
observance of
Shakyamuni
Buddha’s birth. The
purpose of HAIB is
to foster friendship
and understanding
among Buddhist
groups and to
organize programs
for the achievement
of peace and
harmony. Admission
is free and all are
invited. Donations
to HAIB are
welcome.

Flowers for the
hanamido (flower
shrine) are needed.
If you are able to
donate flowers for
this event, please
contact Rev. Jiko at
(808) 322-3524 or

Help setting up the Hongwanji social hall is needed. Set up will begin at 8 a.m. on Saturday, March 7th.
Help is also needed putting away chairs at the end of the event. Please let Rev. Jiko know if you are able

to help.

Kona Hongwanji Buddhist Temple is located between Bank of Hawaii and First Hawaiian Bank in
Kealakekua. One may park in the lot in back of the Bank of Hawaii. Parking is ample. For more

information, please contact Rev. Jiko Nakade at (808) 322-3524.
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Dharma Study Classes - Tuesdays, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. Kannon Hall

This month, we will begin a new series of sessions based on the book No Death, No Fear: Comforting Wisdom for
Life by Thich Nhat Hanh. Paperback copies of this book will be available for purchase at a special reduced price.
All sessions begin at 3:30 p.m. with 30 minutes of zazen followed by an hour of Dharma sharing. Please plan on
arriving before 3:30. Late arrivals, please do your zazen sitting in the pews & remain outside the meditation room.
Contact Rev. Jiko for information: info@daifukuji.org, (808) 322-3524. All are welcome.

Zazen (Meditation)
* Every Wednesday morning from 6 a.m. - 7:20 a.m.
* Thursdays, March 12 & 26 from 6:00 p.m. - 7:20 p.m.

Both morning and evening sessions include 20 minutes of chanting. Donations may be placed in the box on the
incense table. All are welcome. Please arrive at least 5 minutes before starting time. Call ahead if you are new to
zazen practice. (808) 322-3524

Family Sangha: A Dharma Program for Children - Sundays, March 1 & 29 at 9:30 a.m.
Child-friendly 45-minute services which include yoga, zazen, chanting, singing, & Dharma lessons. For children of
all ages and their parents & grandparents. Call Rev. Jiko for information: (808) 322-3524.

Young Buddhist Association (Y.B.A.) Meeting - March 1 at 10:15 a.m., Daifukuji Social Hall
Pre-teens and teens in middle and high school are invited to attend. Fun activities & monthly meetings. Contact
Rev. Jiko at (808) 322-3524, info @daifukuji.org for more information.

Shakyo & Shabutsu Art Meditation - Saturday; Mareh14-from-8:00-a-m—9:30-a-m-

(Cancelled due to trench construction)

Baikako Plum Blossom Choir Practice - Sundays, March 1 & March 29 from 7:45 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
The Gay Sangha - Friday, March 6  6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

A Buddhist group open to all, with a particular invitation to gay women and men and their families and friends.
Meetings are the first Fridays of each month at 6:00 pm. Meditation and discussion. Call Clear or Steve at (808)
328-0329.

T’ai Chi

Tuesdays at 9 a.m., Wednesdays at 12 noon, Thursdays at 9 a.m. All classes are one hour. $5.00 per class. No prior
experience is necessary. Call instructor Philip Kakuho Hema : (808) 345-1492.

Yoga

Mondays from 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. in the Hisashi Kimura Cultural Hall. No fee, but donations accepted. Bring a mat or
towel. Call instructor Liz Aschenbrenner: (808) 345-1270 or liz217a@hotmail.com. Note: There will be no class
on March 23.

For information on programs such as Taiko, Project Dana, Bare Bones Writers, Sangha Sisters Women’s Circle, Soleful Strutters
Walking Moai & Kona Daifukuji Orchid Club, please go to: http://www.daifukuji.org/activities.html.




No Death, No Fear: Comforting Wisdom for Life
A New Series of Dharma Sessions Beginning March 3

New Series

Tuesday afternoons 3:30 p.m. Zazen 4 p.m. -5 p.m. Dharma

Books written by the Venerable Thich Nhat Hanh, a well known Vietnamese Buddhist teacher, are
among the most popular reads in our temple’s lending library. For the first time, the Tuesday Dharma
Fellowship group will be reading one of his books. Selected by Rev. Jiko, No Death, No Fear:
Comforting Wisdom for Life is a book which examines death, fear, and the nature of existence. Where do
we come from? Where do we go? The Ven. Thich Nhat Hanh shares with the reader his insights born
from a lifetime of Buddhist meditation, practice, and teaching.

All are invited to join the Tuesday Dharma group.
Books will be available for purchase through both Rev. Jiko & the Daifukuji Gift Shop at the reduced

price of $8.

Questions? Please contact Rev. Jiko at (808) 322-3524, info@daifukuji.org.

Heart and Mind Circle ;7
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Tuesday, March 10 \é&
5:00 p.m. 5 w‘/
by Teri Jigen Hollowell

We invite everyone to come and be part of
the Heart and Mind Circle from 5 p.m. to
5:45 p.m. on March 10.

We will sing and chant familiar and new
songs together in the Kannon Hall within a
relaxed and friendly circle of friends and
sangha.

You might remember from past years when
we had fun doing this with Ryan Nakade
after his yoga meditation classes. We will
provide percussion instruments for everyone
and Reverend Jiko will accompany us on her
ukulele. If you wish to bring your own
musical instrument to the circle, you are
welcome to do so.

Come join us for this fun and joyful
meditation of chant and song!

Zazenkai Meeting
Sunday, March 22
12 Noon

Temple Library

Daifukuji Zazenkai members, please save the
date. Your kind attendance is requested. We will
meet after the Spring Higan & 33 Kannon
Pilgrimage service & lunch on March 22. At
this meeting we will make our final plans for the
Hanamatsuri luncheon on April 5. Please send
any other items you'd like to discuss to
barbarainkona@gmail.com or text me at

987-2673. Arigato!
In Gassho,
Barbara Shoshin

Zazenkai President




Welcome to Our Sangha! Mahalo Nui Loa

We extend a warm welcome to Mark Holst &
thank him for becoming a member of Daifukuji

L Mahalo nui loa to Dennis Nakano, who not
Soto Mission.

only came up with the idea of numbering the

New members are always welcome. graves in our cemetery, but also donated time,
Membership information is available on our labor, and materials to get the job done. Now,
website: http://www.daifukuji.org. it is much easier to locate the graves of one’s

ancestors, using the cemetery map that’s
posted in the small pavilion, which, by the
way, is also Dennis’ work.

Thank you very much, Dennis!

Serenity Sunday: A Peaceful Start to Your Week
Sunday, March 15 9:00 a.m.
Guest speaker: Verna Chang, Massage Therapist

Join us for meditation, Qigong, & talks on mindful living. Youth, who are
able to sit in silence, are welcome to meditate with the adults at 9:00 a.m.
Families with young children are welcome to start with Qigong at 9:30 a.m.

8:50 a.m. Arrive and settle in

9:00 a.m. Meditation Begins

9:30 a.m. Qigong

10:00 a.m. Talk by Verna Chang, Q & A

10:30 a.m. Tea & Fellowship (Donations of refreshments are welcome)

“Serenity Sundays” is an opportunity to start the week in a serene way. The benefits of meditation,
Qigong, and mindful living are well documented. Those who learn how to slow down and enjoy the
present moment are happier & healthier. This program is free of Buddhist ritual, making it a program
that people, regardless of their religious faith, would feel comfortable attending. Our temple offers it
with the hope of creating a peaceful society and a bright world. Donations are welcome.
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Banner created by Mike Asada

New Year’s Party Mahalo

A sincere & warm mahalo to all who helped put on
Daifukuji’s New Year’s party! Our Fujinkai chefs did
an amazing job. Our meal was beautiful, delicious &
bountiful. All those who participated in our program
— from Walter as M.C., right on through to the Pikachus playing the taiko, Mickeys & Minnies
marching, & Happy Strummers ending with Auld Lang Syne —did a fabulous job. Bobby, our temple
president, even took care of some temple business during a brief general membership meeting.

Thanks to all who came on Saturday to set up, decorate, and cook & to those who stayed on Sunday to
take down & clean up. Our greeters & parking attendants made arriving go smoothly; the delightful
decorations were enjoyed by all. A big mahalo for the door prize display & for all the generous
donations of gifts. Mahalo to all for attending & celebrating the Year of the Rat together!

All of the many helping hands made the tasks lighter because they were shared. We very much appreciate
those who take on essential leadership roles & all who give their support. As Rev Jiko once wrote, “Our
sangha is a lei with loving hearts that pray for peace & love & happiness for all.” Banzai!

In Gassho,
Barbara Shoshin Bosz, Party Chair

Starting in November and through December of 2019, hundreds and hundreds of KTA points were
collected and turned in & exchanged for the turkey, ham and shrimp at Daifukuji’s 2020 New Year’s
feast! We wish to thank all who saved, collected, dropped off and even mailed in these points.

CalKona has yearly made donations of produce which make up many of the dishes presented at the New
Year’s luncheon. Many thanks to Brent at CalKona! Also thank you to those who donated desserts, other
delicious dishes, fruits, and produce which added to the spread that was enjoyed by the 200 plus
members & guests who attended Daifukuji’s New Year’s celebration.

Those of us in charge of the New Year’s luncheon would like to also thank all who came out to help in
the kitchen on Saturday and Sunday. You are an amazing group of people to work with!

To everyone, from KTA point gatherers, to businesses, and the many people who helped make this 2020
New Year’s event a special one, Arigato Gozaimasu!

Ann Nakamoto, Michiko Enomoto, & Merle Uyeda




Volunteers Needed for Trench Digging
Saturday, March 14 8:00 a.m.
(also March 16 - March 20)

Your gift of labor would be very much appreciated.

Are you good with a pick and shovel? If so, we would appreciate your help. Temple member Larry
Yoshiyama needs a pick-and-shovel crew on Saturday, March 14 to dig pipe trenches on temple grounds.
Here are a few details:

* Bento lunches & water will be provided by Daifukuji Soto Mission.

* The temple has some tools, but you may bring your own. Please label the tools you bring.
* Please plan on working for a minimum of 4 hours.

*  Safety first! Please work mindfully.

* Larry Yoshiyama is in charge of this project. Please follow his instructions.

Questions? Wish to volunteer? Please call Stephen Tanaka at 938-4617 or Warren Ikeda at
938-3141.

Mahalo from the Gift
Shop Staff

May 3, 2020

Donations of items will be accepted from \ There's now shelving for the
| April 20 - 30. Monetary donations for the | b i1 books (that £$3
bazaar food department are being accepted. argain Hooks ( a F:OS or
Please make checks payable to  Daifukuji less). The plain pine wood
matches the shelves inside the
shop. The wood came from
| There will be a planning meeting on March 7 § the same generous source, Brian Tsukahara; the
at 9:30 a.m. inside the temple. ~Co-chairs, § design and construction came from Tyrone Ohta, and

ittee heads & interested volunt ‘ .. . : .
| COMTITIEE eacs & Trterastec vounieers are the original idea came from Steve Shinkaku Marquis.

invited to attend. Questions? Call or text } :
| Barb at (808) 987-2673. , We love the shelves. Mahalo nui loa!

1"‘

I the memo line.




Daifukuji Gift Shop Hours

Tuesdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Thursdays 10 am. to 2 p.m.
The shop is also open when major services and temple events are held. http://www.daifukuji.org/giftshop.html

Library News
By Clear Houn Englebert

Here are the new arrivals:

Divine Gardens by Mayumi Oda is a very special book. It's Mayumi's artwork combined with appreciations, by
over twenty people, of her work and her Zen practice, both in the zendo and in the garden.

Meditation: Now or Never is by Steve Hagen, a Zen priest. As a person who teaches meditation, I'll say right now,
“This is a really good book!”

A Sense of Something Greater by Les Kaye and Teresa Bouza is subtitled “Zen and the Search for Balance in
Silicon Valley”. It's published by Parallax, the same company that publishes most of Thich Nhat Hanh's books.

Fire Monks by Colleen Busch is about a California wildfire that threatened Tassajara Zen Center in 2008, and how
five monks from the Center set about saving it. The book got rave reviews in many important newspapers and
magazines.

The Issue at Hand by Gil Fronsdal is his essays on mindfulness practice. [ highly recommend it.

The Lotus Sutra translated by Gene Reeves. Taigen Dan Leighton says this about it, “This translation is
immediately the new standard, expressing the Lotus Sutra with accuracy, clarity, and a fresh readability.”

The Great Compassion Mantra is a small book that is just the part of the Lotus Sutra that is about Kannon
(Avalokiteshvara).

To Be the Same or Not to Be the Same by Ju-Yam Tsai has very colorful illustrations by Chih-Ming Huang. It's a
children's book with a Dharma lesson for all ages.

What is Buddhism? by Ajahn Brahmavamso and Ajahn Chandako is even smaller. It's a very basic book.

Ending the Pursuit of Happiness by Barry Magid is a truly wonderful book on Zen practice---the nitty-gritty of
living in the world while appreciating the specialness of the ordinary. Magid is a psychiatrist and his teacher was
Charlotte Joko Beck.

Buddha's Diet by Tara Cottrell and Dan Zigmond is a very modern look at some very ancient teachings.

Pay Attention, For Goodness Sake by Sylvia Boorstein is her now-classic book on practicing the ten paramitas---
the perfections of the heart. She presents them as “The Periodic Table of Virtue”.

Jewel Mirror Samadhi Translation Study is just that---a translation study guide. There are no attributions or
copyright date. We are lucky to have it. [ have a feeling there aren't many of these around...

We have two more books by the Dalai Lama: Toward a True Kinship of Faiths is subtitled “How the World's
Religions Can Come Together”. The Dalai Lama's Little Book of Wisdom is a small and wonderful book.

Kona Daifukuji New Year's Party Jan. 27, 2019 1is another excellent documentation of our happy fellowship at the
temple by Aki Imai

Mindfulness (Idiot's Guides) by Domyo Sater Burk is the book that Rev. Jiko recently used for the Dharma study
classes.

Where's Buddha by Marisa Ware is a very colorful book for very young children.




Daifukuji Soto Mission Legacy Endowment Fund

Aloha Members & Friends of Daifukuji

Happy 2020 and thank you for your continued & generous support of our Legacy Endowment Fund in
2019. As of January 30th, our Endowment Fund has exceeded the $350 thousand mark and First
Hawaiian Bank has done a great job in prudently managing our assets and building up a good “base” of
earnings. The long-term goal of our endowment is to ensure the sustainability of our Temple well into
the future to serve our members & our community.

This month, we wanted to depart a little bit and briefly describe the “mechanics” of what happens when
you make a donation. For example, when a donation of $100 is made via check, that check is first
deposited in the Endowment Fund’s Kealakekua Branch account. From there, the First Hawaiian
endowment managers headquartered in downtown Honolulu have the funds transferred into our
Endowment Fund investment account. In the investment account, the $100 dollars is invested and will
remain untouched in perpetuity. Only the earnings that it generates can ever be used for maintaining our
Daifukuji Temple. If the return on the $100 was 5% for example, then $5 dollars of earning were
generated and can be used for maintenance, subject to spending caps. This ensures that the original
$100 keeps “working” well beyond our own lifetimes and continues to benefit future generations of
temple & community members. You can find more details in our Endowment Fund Charter and
Endowment Fund Investment Policy Statement which are available for viewing by any temple member
in Reverend Jiko’s office.

Recent Donors:

Neal M. Sugai in Memory of Tadao Sugai and Sirinee Sugai, Reverend Satoshi Tomioka, Judie
Myoko Fekete in Memory of Nancy Tanaka & Jimmy Okimoto, Nancy Osako in Memory of
Nancy & Curtis Tanaka, Russell B. Kudo in Memory of Takeshi & Chizuko Kudo, Michael J.
Kudo in Memory of Takeshi & Chizuko Kudo, Ambika Rose in Honor of the Daifukuji Sangha
Sisters, Michele A. Jacobucci in Honor of the Daifukuji Sangha Sisters, Coral Lee Jinen Mack in
Memory of Robert James Shozan Bowman, Nancy Osako in Memory of Masaru Deguchi, Jean &
Myles Ikeda in Memory of Yaeko Miyata, Judith Tahara in Memory of Yaeko Miyata, Bruce
Miyata in Memory of Yaeko Miyata, Gail Kurozawa in Memory of Yaeko Miyata, Stanley M.
Kimura, Daifukuji Zazenkai Group, Daifukuji Sangha Sisters, Generous Anonymous Donor,
Amazon Smile Foundation.

Thank you for your continued support of Daifukuji and our Legacy Endowment Fund.
In Gassho,

Wade Yasuda, Chairman

Daifukuji Soto Mission Legacy Endowment Fund Board of Trustees

Avis Yamamoto, Brian Yamamoto, Keith Olson, Wade Yasuda




Aloha dear Daifukuji members and friends,

It was wonderful to see the members of our sangha community celebrating the Year of the
Rat together at our temple’s New Year’s party. My warmest mahalo to all who helped and to
all who came. Everyone’s good energy filled the hall!

Now I am looking forward to beginning a new series of Dharma sessions using the book No
Death, No Fear by the Venerable Thich Nhat Hanh. When I was a college student decades
ago, I took a class called “Death & Dying,” which was taught by Dr. Mitsuo Aoki, an
American theologian who was a pioneer in Hawai’i’s hospice movement and the founder of
the School of Religion at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. Dr. Aoki was an extraordinary man, who had the
skills of both a scholar and a pastor. Needless to say, he made a deep impression on the mind of a certain 20-year-
old student of religion. I remember his class well and have kept some of the notes which I took decades ago. What
I learned from Dr. Aoki helped me understand the subject of death and dying on many levels. What he taught me
has helped me broach this subject, which many people seem to avoid, with what I hope is love and compassion.

What the Venerable Thich Nhat Hanh talks about in his book leads one gently into an understanding of the Heart
Sutra (Hannya Shingyo), a frequently chanted Buddhist scripture which makes little sense to the average person,
yet contains the “heart’ or “essence” of Mahayana Buddhist teachings. People say that once you have insight into
the Hannya Shingyo, your life is forever changed. A new way of seeing and being emerges.

I invite you to join our Daifukuji Dharma group on March 3 when we reconvene to begin a new book. Please see
page 4 for details. All are welcome.

All around us, we see the suffering caused by what the Buddha called the Three Poisons of greed, hatred, and
delusion. Dear friends, we are fortunate to have the Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha illuminating in our lives in the
midst of such suffering. Let us take refuge in these Three Jewels daily, reciting Namu Kie Butsu, Namu Kie Ho,
Namu Kie S6. May we live in peace, guided by compassion & wisdom.

With warm aloha, in gassho,

Rev. Jiko

Avocado

A Request from the Fujinkai

The Fujinkai would very much appreciate receiving donations of avocados, Kona coffee,
mac nuts, dried fruits, and bananas to take to the UHSSWA Conference on April 18. These items are for
the UHSSWA’s Special Donation Drive. If you’re able to contribute any of these items, please deliver
them to the temple by the morning of Friday, April 17. Questions? Please call Merle (323-3553) or Elaine
(322-2084). Thank you!

Coming up in April...

Hanamatsuri Buddha Day Service......... April 5 55th UHSSWA Conference...April 18, 19
Project Dana...................cooiiiinn. . April 8 Regency Service............... April 22
Kannon-ko Service.......................... April 15
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